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Trends in Burglary:
What You Need to Know

Burglaries involve breaking and entering a residential or commercial premise for the purpose of
committing a crime.

e The rate of burglaries reported to United States law enforcement agencies peaked in 1980, fell
to an historiclow in 2015, and continued to drop through 2022.

e Residential burglary rates in cities with 500,000 to 999,999 residents were twice as high thanin
cities with fewer than 100,000 people.

e Thejuvenile arrest rate for burglaries, once three times higher than the rate for adults, has
decreased dramatically since the 1980s and is now similar to the adult rate.

¢ Following a trend seen with other property crimes, the clearance rate for burglaries has
dropped substantially since the 1960s; in 2022, 13% of all burglaries were cleared.
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Burglary Arrest
Rates by Age

Inthe 1980s and 1990s, juvenile
arrest rates for burglary were
more than three times higher
thanrates for adults. From its
average level inthe 1980s to
2020, the juvenile burglary arrest
rate fell by 93% while the adult
rate dropped 69%. By 2020,
adults had a Sllghtly hlgher arrest 1980-1989 | 1990-1999 | 2000-2009 | 2010-2019

rate.
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National arrest rates are not available from the FBI or OJJDP for 2021-2022.
Source: Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention. (n.d.). Statistical briefing book,
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. o Data: Offenses Known and Clearances by Arrest (Return A), 1960-2022.
rate in 2022 was 52%.

*Analyses that use data from the National Incident-Based Reporting System should be viewed with caution due to the low number of
reporting agencies. Click here for additional information.

This brief was prepared for the Council on Criminal Justice Crime Trends
Working Group as part of a series examining major crimes as defined by
the FBI. It explores relevant data from multiple sources but does not

seek to explain the causes of the patterns.
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