
From Victim to Defendant: The Rise of Survivors Justice Laws

Experiences of victimization can shape pathways into the criminal justice system, particularly
for women whose offenses may be connected to histories of domestic violence, sexual abuse,
or trafficking. In response, a growing number of states have adopted survivors justice laws,
allowing courts to consider evidence of abuse during sentencing and resentencing in an effort
to better align accountability with individual circumstances.

The Council on Criminal Justice and a panel of experts examined how these laws are being
implemented, what challenges have emerged, and what policymakers and practitioners can
learn from early experience across states.

Panelists

Stephanie Akhter, Director, CCJ Women’s Justice Commission

David Martin, Senior Deputy Prosecuting Attorney, King County, Washington

Dalia Racine, District Attorney, Douglas County, Georgia

Jane-Roberte Sampeur, Executive Director, Still She Rises (Tulsa, Oklahoma)

Jillian Snider, Resident Senior Fellow, R Street Institute; Retired NYPD Officer

Khalil Cumberbatch, Director of Engagement and Partnerships, Council on Criminal
Justice

Additional Information and Resources

The following states have passed survivors justice laws to allow judges to consider
victimization as a mitigating factor in sentencing:

Illinois

New York

Oklahoma

Georgia

New Jersey

https://counciloncj.org/team/stephanie-akhter/
https://www.americanbar.org/groups/domestic_violence/about-us/david-martin/
https://www.douglasda.org/who-we-are
https://stillsherises.org/our-team
https://counciloncj.org/ccj-directory/jillian-snider/
https://counciloncj.org/team/khalil-cumberbatch-2/
https://www.ilga.gov/Legislation/BillStatus/FullText?GAID=17&DocNum=3285&DocTypeID=SB&LegId=152649&SessionID=112
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2019/S1077
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.oklegislature.gov%2Fcf_pdf%2F2023-24%2520ENR%2FSB%2FSB1470%2520ENR.PDF&data=05%7C02%7Cryen%40counciloncj.org%7Cfa1d64fe9ad9401465e108de90220d9b%7C68072a22b7764bf381acbbf6996800e9%7C0%7C0%7C639106673085480380%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=pDPwk7%2BAYbeqny%2BxN1rM28gyqpoMGwV6w2kSc7XAP%2BQ%3D&reserved=0
https://legiscan.com/GA/text/HB582/2025
https://legiscan.com/NJ/bill/S4870/2024
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Similar legislation has been proposed and is pending in several other states. In addition, the
American Legislative Exchange Council adopted a model Survivor Justice Act, which can be
used as a framework for states.

The following organizations can answer technical questions about the laws and differences by
state, as well as provide implementation guidance and additional resources.

The Battered Women’s Justice Project: cpezzell@bwjp.org

The Survivors Justice Project: judith.clark@sjpny.org

The Center on Gender Justice and Opportunity at Georgetown Law:
epsteinr@georgetown.edu

Foundation for Judicial Discretion: alexandraomb@gmail.com

The Brooklyn District Attorney’s Office: perlmanl@brooklynda.org
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