CCJ Event Recording: Perceptions of Policing in America

In 2020, the police killing of George Floyd sparked mass protests and calls to defund law
enforcement agencies. Police departments were hit with a wave of retirements and struggled
to find new recruits. Just five years later, surveys show a rebound in public confidence and in
rates at which people report crime to the police.

As law enforcement officers from around the nation gathered in Washington for Police Week
2025, the Council on Criminal Justice hosted a candid conversation about the state of policing
in America, current public perceptions of how police are performing, and the president’s
executive order on law enforcement.

Panelists

e Thaddeus Johnson, CCJ Senior Fellow (Moderator)

e Ron Faucheux, president of the Clarus Research Group

» DeRay Mckesson, co-founder of Campaign Zero and member of CCJ’s Task Force on
Policing

e Charles Ramsey, former leader of the Philadelphia and Washington, DC police
departments and co-chair of the President’s Task Force on 21st Century Policing

e Sean Smoot, managing partner for 21CP Solutions, LLC
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